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Pueblo County 
 

 

 

Pueblo County is centrally located in Colorado. The county is 2,397 square miles with a population density of 66.7 

per square mile. The average elevation is 5,400 feet.  

Established in 1861, Pueblo County is one of the original seventeen counties created in Colorado. After the closure 

of the steel mill, Pueblo County took an aggressive approach to economic development. The county consists of a 

diverse economic base of agriculture, industry, history and recreation.  

 

County Commissioners:     Legislative Districts: 

 John Cordova 
 

Congressional District: 3 

 Jeff Chostner 
 

Senate District: 2 & 3 

 Anthony Nuñez 
 

House District: 46, 47, 60 & 62 
 

 
County Seat: Pueblo     
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Transportation 
 
 

 

 
CDOT Travel Map 
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Population Trends 
 
The Department of Local Affairs (DOLA) estimates the 2011 population of Pueblo County at 163,517, which is 
approximately 3.12҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ In the last ten years, Pueblo CoǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ increased 
approximately 12%, while the state saw an 18% increase. 
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Data retrieved from State Demography Office-DOLA 
http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/profile_county 

5/18/2011 

 
The US Census reports Pueblo /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ 
 

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

34,448 52,223 57,638 66,038 68,870 90,188 118,707 118,238 125,972 123,051 141,472 159,063 

 
Population by Race 
 
¢ƘŜ нлмл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ тфΦп҈ ƻŦ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ²ƘƛǘŜΣ н҈ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ мΦф҈ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 
Indian and 15.9% reporting other or two or more races. 
 

  2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

White Alone or in Combination 142,894  144,131  145,622  146,038  126,229 

Black or African American Alone or in 
Combination 3,455  3,726  3,985  4,002  3,222 

American Indian & Alaska Native Alone or in 
Combination 2,833  2,829  3,121  3,143  3,055 

Asian Alone or in Combination 1,204  1,267  1,293  1,308  1,258 

Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander Alone 
or in Combination 178  188  164  166  160 

Some Other Race Alone or in combination with 
one or more races 2,348  2,397  2,552  2,567  19,285 

Two or More Races N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,854 

 

http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/profile_county
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Pueblo County Prison Population 
 

As we review population statistics, it is important to remember that prison populations are included in the data.  
The prison census can distort the assessment because prisoners rarely require the same community services as 
residents. IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-incarcerated 
population with less than 1% of the population being incarcerated. 
 

Private Prisons Dec-01 Dec-02 Dec-03 Dec-04 Jan-05 Jan-06 Jan-07 Jan-08 Jan-09 Jan-10 

Pueblo Minimum Center 227  250  255  251  252  247  0  0  0  0  

San Carlos Correctional Facility 241  242  253  246  244  246  250  247  252  249  

La Vista Correctional Facility 0  0  0  0  0  0  471  470  449  437  

Total 468  492  508  497  496  493  721  717  701  686  
Colorado Dept. of Corrections 
http://www.doc.state.co.us 
8/4/2010 

 
Population by Age 
 
DOLA estimates the median age for Pueblo County at 36.2, with an average life expectancy at age 76.8. The chart 
below represents the age distribution as reported by the 2010 Census. The data reflects an aging population. 
However, there is a slight increase in the population under 35 years of age. The population shows a significant 
increase in ages over 45.   
 

 
http://www.factfinder.census.gov 

6/29/2011 

 
Population by Community 
 

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Boone 323 323 331 328 329 326 327 332 334 337 339 

Pueblo  102,121 102,760 103,544 103,792 103,276 103,291 103,733 104,781 105,307 105,861 106,595 

Rye 202 195 190 184 177 171 166 161 158 155 153 

Unincorporated Area 38,826 40,718 42,416 43,668 44,938 46,181 47,838 49,485 50,453 50,971 51,976 

Total 141,472 143,996 146,481 147,972 148,720 149,969 152,064 154,759 156,252 157,324 159,063 
2000 & 2010 Data from Census Bureau 
http://factfinder.census.gov 
2001 - 2009 DOLA Estimates 
http://do la.state.co.us 
8/17/2011 

 
 

http://www.doc.state.co.us/
http://www.factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://dola.state.co.us/
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Poverty 
 
A survey of Pueblo County residents reveals the quality of life is an asset to the community. However, poverty is 
high compared to the State. In 2009, Kids Count reported 57.9% of school age children qualified for free/reduced 
lunch compared to 38.4% in the State and 26.5% of children under 18 years of age were living in poverty compared 
to 16.6% in the State. 
 

 
The US Census Small 
Area Income and 
Poverty Estimates 
report 16.9% of 
tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
population lives in 
poverty compared 
to 12.6% in the 
State and 14.3% in 
the Nation. 

US Census-Data for 1996 is not available 
5/16/2011 

 
 

Personal Transfer Receipts 
 
Federal programs attempt 
to alleviate poverty and are 
tracked as transfer 
payments. In 2009, federal 
transfer payments were 
slightly over $9,700 for 
every man, woman and 
child in Pueblo County. 
Slightly over 86% of the 
total transfer payments are 
from retirement programs 
like Social Security. Income 
maintenance (welfare) 
accounts for approximately 
10% of total payments. 
 
 
 
 

Additional Reports affecting poverty reveal: 
 

 Food Stamp participation in 2010 is  18% 
 In 2007, approximately 14% of the population was uninsured, compared to the State at 18% 
 Teen births are higher than the State, with 39/1,000 reported in 2009, the State reports 20 

 
 

Bureau of Economic Analysis 
www.bea.gov 

8/18/2011 

http://www.bea.gov/
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The 2009 US Census 

reports, building 

permit requests 

have decreased 71% 

from 2006. 

Housing 
 
The average household size is 2.52 compared to an average family size of 3.04. 
 

Household Type 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Household Population (July) 137,337 140,043 142,530 144,282 145,196 146,555 148,811 151,357 153,060 154,220 154,742 

Housing Vacancy Rate 7.38 7.94 8.36 9.34 10.58 11.50 11.72 11.79 11.72 11.44 9.40 

Total Households 54,579 55,601 56,542 57,204 57,520 58,021 58,870 59,839 60,490 60,942 69,972 

Total Housing Units 58,926 60,395 61,702 63,100 64,329 65,557 66,683 67,836 68,517 68,818 69,526 

Vacant Housing Units 4,347 4,794 5,160 5,896 6,809 7,536 7,813 7,997 8,027 7,876 6,554 

http://www.dola.state.co.us 

11/9/2010 
2010 data from - http://factfinder2.census.gov 

7/28/2011 

 
Housing Statistics 
 
The 2000 housing affordability index as reported by Headwaters states, in order to purchase the average house a 
person in Pueblo County needed to earn approximately $27,000; the median household income was slightly over 
$32,000. Approximately 64% of housing is valued between $100,000 and $300,000; approximately 88% of rental 
housing costs between $300 and $1,500. ¢ƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǎǇƭƛǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ рл ȅŜŀǊǎ 
old and those under 50 years old. Approximately 30% of housing is under 30 years old.  
 

Year Structure Built Total Percent 

2005 or Later 2,107 3.2 

2000 to 2004 7,721 11.6 

1990 to 1999 8,615 12.9 

1980 to 1989 4,452 6.7 

1970 to 1979 11,537 17.3 

1960 to 1969 7,166 10.7 

1950 to 1959 9,603 14.4 

1940 to 1949 4,579 6.9 

1939 or earlier 11,042 16.5 
2005-2009 American Community Survey 
http://factfinder.census.gov 
8/12/2011 

 
According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, affordable rent represents the generally accepted 
standard of not spending more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs. The fair market rent in 2011 for 
Pueblo County is $692 for a two bedroom home. In order to afford rent at this amount, a household in Pueblo 
County must earn $13.31 per hour or $27,680 annually; at minimum wage, it would take 1.8 wage earners in the 
household. 
 
Foreclosure 
 

  
2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Filings 1,174 1,504 1,311 1,569 1,382 

Sales 788 1,029 757 784 838 
http://www.dola.state.co.us 
7/19/2011 

 

http://www.dola.state.co.us/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_1…
http://factfinder.census.gov/
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Education 
 
Two school districts provide K-12 education in Pueblo County. Higher education is available through Pueblo 
Community College (Junior College) and Colorado State University-Pueblo (four year university). 
 

 
 
School enrollments have been stable and show slight growth in the last decade. However, a noticeable trend seen 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {/955 ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ 
to the number of school age children living in the county. The 2010 Census reports there are 33,273 school age 
children (5-19 years of age) living in the county and the Department of Education reports there are 27,256 students 
enrolled in Pueblo County schools. 
 
Enrollment 

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Pueblo District 60 17,636 17,738 17,875 17,693 17,600 17,730 17,915 18,290 18,504 18,304 18,420 

Pueblo District 70 7,222 7,554 7,827 8,045 8,185 8,535 8,771 8,798 8,901 8,929 8,836 

Total 24,858 25,292 25,702 25,738 25,785 26,265 26,686 27,088 27,405 27,233 27,256 

            The 2005-2009 Census American Community Survey estimates 85% of the total population 25 years of age and 
ƻƭŘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀ ƻǊ ƘƛƎƘŜǊΤ нм҈ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊΩǎ Degree or higher. 
 

Graduation Rate 
           

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Pueblo District 60 87.2 88.1 82.8 86.1 78.2 76.4 58.4 67.7 67.5 69.5 60.5 

Pueblo District 70 83.7 78.3 81.0 88.6 92.6 87.3 79.1 69.6 73.4 69.1 73.8 

            Drop Out Rate 
           

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Pueblo District 60 2.9 4.2 4.2 3.8 4.5 3.0 2.8 2.9 2.9 3.5 4.8 

Pueblo District 70 1.3 2.0 1.1 0.9 1.6 2.6 2.5 3.3 2.6 2.4 2.9 
www.cde.state.co.us 

5/27/2011 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/
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Agriculture 
 
In 2007, Pueblo County had 910,566 acres of agricultural land. There are 881 farms, with an average of 1,034 acres. 
!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нллт !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ŜƴǎǳǎΣ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ largest crop harvested is forage and top livestock is 
cattle and calves. 
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www.agcensus.usda.gov 
10/1/2009 

 
Out of sixty four counties in Colorado, Pueblo County ranked eighth in dry beans and tenth in vegetables. 
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Travel Impact 
 

Travel and tourism is a $13 billion industry in the State of Colorado.  
 
The Office of Economic Development and International Trade and Dean Runyon Associates report $133 million was 
spent by visitors to Pueblo County in 2009. Although spending is showing a slight decrease over 2008, it is 
important to note it was highest during a recession period. 
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Not only does travel affect the revenues to a community, but jobs must be created to maintain services to visitors. 
Approximately 133 full and part time jobs were attributed to travel and tourism in Pueblo County in 2009. 
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  1996 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 (P) 

Travel Spending ($M) 80.0 85.2 88.7 93.4 91.3 92.4 98.8 113.9 113.7 120.5 137.2 136.4 133.0 

Earnings ($M) 28.4 31.0 31.9 33.1 32.2 33.0 35.3 40.0 39.3 40.9 46.9 46.9 49.1 

Employment (Jobs) 1,950 2,020 1,980 1,950 1,810 1,840 1,890 2,070 1,990 2,020 2,140 2,080 2,100 

Local Taxes ($M) 2.7 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.3 3.3 3.4 3.8 3.7 3.9 4.6 4.5 4.6 

State Taxes ($M) 2.7 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.0 3.0 3.1 3.5 3.5 3.6 4.1 4.0 4.0 
Dean Runyan Associates 

 
P= Preliminary 

http://www.deanrunyan.com 

  8/10/2010 
 

  

http://www.deanrunyan.com/


- 12 - 

County Government 
 
Pueblo County has a 1% sales and use tax and does not have a lodging tax. Colorado sales and use tax is 2.9%.  
 
Retail Sales 
 
The 2010 reports on retail sales show a 13% decrease over 2009. Sales peaked in 2009 and continued to be above 
prerecession sales. 
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Dept. of Revenue 
http://www.colorado.gov 

7/12/2011 

 
General Revenue and Expenses 
 
¢ƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ƻǇŜǊǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
other debt have increased. 
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Colorado Division of Local Government 
http://www.dola.state.co.us/cedis.html 

10/19/2010 

 

http://www.colorado.gov/
http://www.dola.state.co.us/cedis.html
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Revenues by Source 
 
tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ŦƻǊ оо҈ ƻŦ tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜǎΦ 
 

 
 
DOLA reports the 2010 assessed value of Pueblo County is $1,398,822,150, providing $44,310,489 in revenues with 
a 31.677 mill levy. 
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Local Economy 
 
Labor Force 
 
Pueblo CountyΩǎ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ fluctuated from 3.9% to 10.4%. /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΩǎ нл10 unemployment rate 
was8.9%, while Pueblo County was 10.4%, the highest rate in two decades. 
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Colorado Workforce/LMI Gateway 
http://Imigateway.coworkforce.com 

8/23/2011 

 
Employment by Sector 
 

Industry 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Agriculture 837 N/A 829 785 759 730 665 687 691 

Mining N/A N/A 55 56 67 91 69 76 64 

Utilities 385 375 369 369 382 N/A 419 442 455 

Construction 5,023 4,852 4,867 5,018 5,036 5,161 5,605 5,237 4,608 

Manufacturing 4,878 4,752 4,533 N/A 4,123 4,294 4,511 4,484 4,133 

Wholesale trade 1,420 1,365 1,397 1,468 1,456 1,476 1,459 1,495 1,373 

Retail Trade 8,125 8,123 8,156 8,238 8,416 8,400 8,517 8,506 8,064 

Transportation and warehousing N/A 2,191 2,175 2,115 2,026 2,018 1,990 1,980 1,890 

Information N/A N/A N/A 874 898 912 971 992 906 

Finance activities 2,133 1,960 1,956 1,842 1,819 1,819 1,723 1,717 1,628 

Real estate 1,580 1,597 1,674 1,690 1,765 1,739 1,781 1,684 1,587 

Professional and business services 1,593 1,720 1,757 1,774 1,826 1,858 1,922 1,984 1,913 

Management of companies and enterprise 150 158 143 157 150 142 145 123 134 

Administration and waste 4,271 3,872 3,982 3,922 4,040 4,967 5,377 5,387 5,279 

Education 319 352 374 365 414 487 569 579 689 

Health Services 9,870 10,007 10,187 10,301 10,178 10,179 10,414 10,941 10,941 

Arts 904 958 886 912 1,061 1,026 1,145 1,218 1,157 

Accommodation and food 5,516 5,657 5,605 5,511 5,793 5,784 5,821 5,888 5,758 

Other services, except public administration 3,763 3,903 4,059 3,982 3,988 4,022 4,176 3,647 3,634 

Government 11,877 12,235 12,168 12,200 12,411 12,560 12,752 13,055 13,160 
Department of Local Affairs 
http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/jobs_sector_naics 
1/10/2011 

 

http://imigateway.coworkforce.com/
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Wages 
 
Wages in Pueblo County are lower than the State average. In 2010, average weekly wages, as reported by the 
Colorado Workforce, for Pueblo County were 26% below the State; with Pueblo County at $737 and the State at 
$1,001. The Bureau of Economic Analysis reports average annual wages for Pueblo County in 2009 were 24% below 
the State; with Pueblo County at $36,245 and the State at $47,622. 
 
Average Annual Wages by Sector 
 

Industry 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Natural Resources and Mining $24,918  $27,953  $30,804  $31,947  $29,308  

Construction $32,204  $34,856  $40,690  $44,782  $45,464  

Manufacturing $47,361  $45,846  $49,889  $52,582  $52,730  

Trade, Transportation & Utilities $27,443  $28,409  $29,332  $29,982  $30,712  

Information $35,300  $36,731  ND ND $37,493  

Financial Activities $32,086  $33,033  $34,133  $34,309  $35,971  

Professional & Business Services $22,527  $24,309  $24,445  $26,449  $26,446  

Education & Health Services $33,058  $33,926  $35,427  $36,876  $28,199  

Leisure & Hospitality $10,729  $10,872  $12,194  $12,903  $13,279  

Other Services $21,846  $22,273  $23,997  $23,408  $23,595  

Public Administration $39,524  $40,767  $42,313  $43,789  $44,451  

Bureau of Labor Statistics 
 www.bls.gov *ND= Non Disclosable-Data does not meet BLS or State Agency disclosure standards. 

1/13/2011 
  

Average Weekly Wages by Sector 
 

Industry 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting $329 $353 $395 $441 $396 

Mining $925  $950  $1,101  $979  $1,028 

Utilities $1,084  $1,125  $1,198  $1,240  $1,301 

Construction $637  $686  $789  $871  $886 

Manufacturing $911  $882  $959  $1,011  $1,014 

Wholesale Trade $767  $802  $831  $856  $829 

Retail Trade $433  $441  $457  $461  $477 

Transportation and Warehousing $703  $725  $742  $747  $771 

Information $673  $696  $717  $714  $708 

Finance and Insurance $685  $705  $732  $739  $778 

Real Estate and Rental and Leasing $493  $512  $530  $522  $535 

Professional & Technical Services $743  $902  $799  $844  $929 

Management of Companies & Enterprises $869  $1,054  $1,001  $1,061  $1,118 

Administrative and Waste Services $339  $352  $386  $442  $442 

Educational Services $589  $596  $618  $641  $660 

Health Care and Social Assistance $663  $682  $709  $744  $767 

Arts, Entertainment and Recreation $283  $279  $306  $357  $376 

Accommodation and Food Services $197  $201  $225  $233  $239 

Other Services, Ex. Public Admin $420  $430  $462  $450  $454 

Public Administration $831  $847  $853  $894  $917 
Colorado Work Force/ LMI Gateway 
http://Imigateway.coworkforce.com 

1/11/2011 

 

http://www.bls.gov/
http://imigateway.coworkforce.com/
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Median Household Income 
 

  2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Pueblo County $33,673 $32,663 $33,269 $49,248 $50,105 $37,129 $36,999 $40,570 $42,005 $39,016 

Colorado $47,505 $48,483 $48,060 $49,248 $50,105 $50,841 $52,265 $55,517 $57,184 $55,735 
http://www.census.gov-SAIPE 
1/11/2011 

 
Per Capita Personal Income 
 

The per capita income for Pueblo County is 28% below the State average. Per capita income for Pueblo County in 
2009 was $31,613 compared to the State average of $41,895. 
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Proprietors 
 
Although there is a slight decrease in the number of nonfarm proprietors in 2009, there has been steady growth 
over the last two decades. However, nonfarƳ ǇǊƻǇǊƛŜǘƻǊΩǎ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǇŜŀƪŜŘ ƛƴ нллн ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŀ нп҈ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 
2009 over 2002. 
 

 
Bureau of Economic Analysis 
8/17/2011 
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Strategic Planning 
 
The 2010 CEDS has been created to provide a road map for coordinating economic activities, monitoring and 
evaluating long and short term economic goals and encouraging economic growth in Pueblo County over the next 
ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
input, local government input aƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ .ƻǘǘƻƳ ¦Ǉ tƭŀƴΦ  The overall goal is to diversify 
the economy while supporting local businesses, stabilize the population and create a foundation for future growth 
and prosperity in the County. 
 
Community Assessment 
 
The fiǊǎǘ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎŜǎΦ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ 
from town hall meetings, local leaders and the Bottom Up Plan was utilized to create the list below. Three town hall 
meetings were held in Pueblo County; results from the meetings have been combined for the purpose of this CEDS. 
 
Strengths 
 

 Central location 
 Mild climate 
 Culture 
 Quality of life 
 Friendly community 
 Available land 
 Clean air 
 Agriculture 
 Recreation 
 Water 
 Low sales tax 
 Health care system 
 Strong education system 
 Colleges 
 Available work force 
 Economic development organizations/business recruitment 
 Art and history 
 State fair 
 Reservoir 
 Airport 
 Highway access 
 Half cent sales tax/business incentives 
 Industrial parks 
 Chemical depot 
 Access to natural resources/energy hub 
 Railroad 
 Infrastructure 
 Diverse culture 
 HARP 
 Professional Bull Riders 
 Diverse businesses 
 Local investment 
 Libraries 
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Weaknesses 
 

 Difficult permitting process 
 Lack of childcare services 
 High unemployment 
 Aging housing stock 
 Low wages 
 Lack of jobs 
 Lack of skilled labor force 
 Poverty is high 
 Access to capital 
 Lack of infrastructure at industrial park 

 
Opportunities 
 

 Improve/expand education system 
 Beautify the appearance along the highway 
 Strengthen relationship with Fort Carson 
 Extend half cent incentive 
 Improve infrastructure 
 Improve transportation 
 Streamline permitting procedures 
 Increase child care services 
 Support existing businesses 
 Increase tourism 
 Create recreational facilities 
 Affordable health care for low income households 
 Incorporate Colorado City 
 Market Colorado City 
 Create a community center 
 Create a second dam in Colorado City 
 Recruit manufacturers to Colorado City 
 Redesign and rezone Colorado City 
 Recruit small businesses 
 Create a sports complex 
 Increase recreation facilities 
 Build government partnerships 

 
Threats 
 

 Loss of water 
 State government mandates 
 Consolidation of school districts 
 Major business/manufacturer closing 
 School closures 
 Increase in energy prices 
 Additional EPA requirements 
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Community Survey 
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County Development Strategy 
 
tǳŜōƭƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ƛƴ /ƻƭƻǊŀŘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 
excellent opportunities for growth and economic diversity. Pueblo County leaders recognized the significance of 
utilizing those resources and evolved from an economy dependent on the άōƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎǘέ cycle of the steel 
industry to a prime area for manufacturers, small businesses, tourists and residents.  
 
In their effort toward improving the economy in Pueblo County, Pueblo established the half cent sales tax 
(dedicated to economic development) and Pueblo Economic Development Corporation (PEDCO). The two have 
been instrumental in providing assistance to businesses locating to Pueblo. PEDCO is dedicated to recruiting 
primary businesses to Pueblo, but also assists surrounding communities. The half cent sales tax monies are 
available to provide incentives for those businesses. Business assistance is also available through the Pueblo County 
Economic Development, Small Business Development Center, Southern Colorado Economic Development District, 
Pueblo Urban Renewal Authority, Chambers of Commerce, Workforce Center, Pueblo Community College, 
University of Southern Colorado-Pueblo and various local organizations focusing on small and minority businesses. 
 
The transportation system both in and out of Pueblo County is excellent. Interstate-25 provides north/south access 
and U.S. Highway 50 provides east/west access. The Pueblo Memorial Airport provides commercial and general 
aviation services and Great Lakes Airlines provides service to Denver. Rail service is provided by the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe Railroad; with spurs available in certain development areas. Those wishing to travel can board 
Amtrak or take a bus to their destination. Local transportation is available in the City of Pueblo through City transit 
services. 
 
Pueblo County has four industrial parks located in three communities: two in the City of Pueblo, one in Pueblo West 
and one in Colorado City. The Airport Industrial Park in the City of Pueblo has almost reached capacity. The City of 
Pueblo has annexed land south of Pueblo to create an industrial park to serve heavy industry and with a focus on 
businesses in the renewable energy sector. Recently, with the help of EDA funds, Vestas, a major wind tower 
manufacturer, was located to the new industrial park. Pueblo West has an active industrial, while Colorado City has 
an industrial park/site available. As with most new and growing industrial parks, infrastructure will be needed when 
businesses are recruited to the area. 
 
Home of the Colorado State Fairgrounds and its history of steel mills and floods, the City of Pueblo provides many 
opportunities for residents and tourists to enjoy. The addition of the Historic Arkansas Riverwalk Project (HARP) has 
been successful in drawing attention back to the downtown area and opened new opportunities for small 
businesses. The Union Avenue Historic District provides a glimpse into the past, while providing retail and office 
space in the downtown as well. The Convention and Visitors Bureau promotes the area to increase tourism. 
 
In addition to the above mentioned accomplishments, below are projects completed over the last decade: 
 

 Created a second industrial park dedicated to renewable energy and industry 
 Completed access road from Pete Jimenez to Highway 47 
 Improvements made at the Eastwood Heights/47 and 50 bypass 
 Implemented a county GIS system 
 Added downtown parking 
 Upgraded infrastructure at the fairgrounds 
 Beautification additions made to downtown 
 Added a new jetliner to provide service to Denver 
 Health Center 
 Built new library 
 Museum completed in Bessemer 
 Riverwalk improvements made 
 HARP condos completed 
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 Enhancements made to public facilities including the Heritage Center, Runyon field, El Pueblo Museum and 
Center for American Values 

 Replaced storage tanks 
 Modular sewer system in place in Pueblo West industrial park 
 Stop lights in place in Pueblo West 
 Pueblo West completed a comprehensive assessment 
 Created the Pueblo West Economic Development Corporation 
 Several recreational improvements were made to trails and parks in Pueblo West 

 
The overall outlook for Pueblo County is generally quite bright. The facilities and infrastructure in place provide a 
strong basis on which to build. The cooperation between involved organizations to promote the area and PEDCO to 
promote development will be vital to the continued and proven growth in Pueblo County. Specific projects are 
listed below to provide a guide to community leaders as they move forward with their economic goals.  
 

 
Goal: Economic Development-Efforts to improve the economy will continue to be a priority in the 

county. 
 
Project 1: Infrastructure improvements at the industrial parks in City of Pueblo 
 
There are a number of infrastructure projects needed at the Industrial Park for expansion. Projects would include 
transportation loop and third alternate access at 36th lane, improvements for public safety, rail access, roads and 
additional infrastructure as new businesses are recruited.  
 
Project 2: Pueblo Chemical Depot resource assessment 
 
The PCD needs to develop its resources to step up its efforts in reuse opportunities and help facilitate the closure 
and realignment. 
 
Project 3: Further improvements to Union Avenue and downtown 
 
Additional improvements to the downtown and Union Avenue are necessary to encourage development and 
business recruitment. Additional downtown parking structures will provide essential off-street parking to 
encourage development in the downtown area. 
 
Project 4: Industrial park improvements 
 
Additional infrastructure will be needed in Colorado City and Pueblo West industrial parks as new businesses are 
recruited. Projects include roads, water, gas and electric.  
 
Project 5: Bessemer Community Revitalization 
 
Revitalization will include commercial and business development, historic preservation and community 
development. 
 
Project 6: Business District in Colorado City 
 
The outlay of Colorado City inhibits growth in the community. The city will begin plans for rezoning certain areas to 
allow for a business district. 
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Project 7: Promotion of development Colorado City 
 
Although the City of Pueblo is growing, the outlying communities are missing out on economic opportunities. 
Colorado City would like growth in the community, but lacks the tools to promote the community. Colorado City 
will work with SCEDD and local leaders to prepare a community profile to promote the area and available sites. 
 

 
Goal:  Improve Community Facilities and Services 
 
Project 1: Community-wide storm drainage improvements 
 
A community-wide drainage program is needed to address EPA requirements. 
 
Project 2: City/County Judicial and detention facility 
 
The existing facilities are inadequate for the quantity of people in the system and are out of date in security and 
safety requirements. 
 
Project 3: Expansion of Pueblo Convention Center and Exhibition Hall 
 
Expansion of the convention center and associated Exhibition Hall would give much needed support to the HARP 
Project and Union Avenue Historic District. 
 
Project 4: State Fairground improvements 
 
Additional improvements to the Fairgrounds would help insure continued success of the Fair as a major revenue 
generator in the off-season. 
 
Project 5: Community health centers 
 
The promotion of community health and family centers throughout the county would enhance the quality of life for 
residents. 
 
Project 6: Library enhancements 
 
The improvement of older public buildings - including libraries- will assure the continued delivery of essential 
community services. 
 
Project 7: Support education 
 
Encouragement, promotion and support of higher education is needed to encourage development in technology 
and professionals. 
 
Project 8: Explore wind farm development 
 
Colorado City owns approximately 100 acres of land, located to the Northeast of the City. The area is ideal for wind 
farm development. 
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Goal:  Housing 
 
Project 1: Housing rehabilitation throughout Pueblo County 
 
This project will upgrade the overall housing stock of the area. 
 
Project 2: Downtown housing strategies 
 
Promoting housing in Downtown Pueblo will encourage developers to provide a wider range of housing 
opportunities for area residents and also encourage business and services to locate in the Downtown area. 
 
Project 3: Rental housing in Colorado City 
 
Rental housing is limited, if not non-existent, in Colorado City. Rental housing for low/moderate income and elderly 
households will assist the community in their recruiting efforts and encourage growth in the community. 
 
Project 4: Migrant and seasonal farm worker housing 
 
The agricultural economy of Pueblo County attracts significant numbers of migrant seasonal farm workers. The 
proposed project involves development of a 110-capacity housing unit for single workers and 24 housing units for 
families. 
 

 
Goal:  Transportation 
 
Project 1: Airport terminal expansion 
 
Pueblo City Council approved $500,000 to be dedicated to upgrades at the airport. Expansion of the terminal will 
include a third runway and additional carriers are being sought to improve customer service and provide expanded 
air service. 
 
Project 2: Improve Highway Corridors  
 
Improving the aesthetic quality of the highway corridors entering and within the City would help attract business 
interested in quality of life issues. Lime Road and Stem Beach access at the new industrial park will be needed. 
 
Project 3: Commuter Parking Lots/Park and Ride 
 
The establishment of commuter parking lots and a park and ride program will conserve fuel and contribute to the 
overall air quality of the region. Final location for these facilities has yet to be determined. 
 
Project 4: Improve Roadways 
 
Continued improvements and maintenance are needed in Pueblo West on gravel and asphalt roadways. 
 

 
Goal:  Recreation and Tourism Improvements 
 
Project 1: River corridor enhancement 
 
 The development of the river corridor including the Recreation Enhancement Project, COPA Theater project, and 
Thomas Phelps Creek Project would add amenities to the area as well as expand recreational opportunities. 
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Project 2: Recreational facilities enhancement 
 
The development of facilities, which support tourism, will promote tourism and economic development. Such 
facilities would include the El Pueblo Museum, Pueblo Nature Center, Pueblo Motor Sports Park, Runyon 
Recreation Area, COPA, Southeast Colorado Heritage Center, Martin Luther King Historic Facility, the Professional 
Sports Facility and the Information Center. 
 
Project 3: Improvements to Lovell Park and McHarg Park 
 
Additional recreation facilities are needed throughout the county. However these two parks host many activities 
and are in need of additional sports fields and trail systems to provide more opportunities to residents. 
 
Project 4: Develop water and sewer facilities for Boone and surrounding area 
 
The town of Boone and the surrounding area are in need of additional water and sewer treatment facilities. 
 
Project 5: Improve community water storage facilities 
 
Improved water storage facilities will enable the delivery of water service to undeveloped areas of the County and 
encourage development. 
 

 
Strategic planning in Pueblo County will be an ongoing process. Projects identified in the CEDS are long term, unless 
otherwise noted, and contingent on available funds. As projects are under taken and available funds are identified, 
adjustments may be necessary. 
 
Local leaders will work with their local economic development organizations as well as SCEDD, State and Federal 
sources to implement the plan and make adjustments as needed. Funding sources will be identified and pursued 
for individual projects. While some projects may not be eligible for EDA funds, USDA, DOLA, SBA, HUD, Private 
CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘΦ  
 
In some cases, a regional approach may be more feasible. Most counties in Southeastern Colorado lack the funds 
for matching grants; therefore, a collaborative effort could be beneficial. In those instances, Pueblo County will 
work with other counties and regional planners to ensure continuity between all organizations. 
 
Pueblo County will report its progress to SCEDD to be included in the annual CEDS updates. As new opportunities 
arise, projects or adjustments will also be included in the updated CEDS.  
 
The State Bottom Up Economic Development Strategy is included as a supplement to the CEDS. Pueblo County will 
continue to work on the Bottom Up Strategy at the State level, while working on CEDS projects at a Federal level. In 
any case, both strategies are vital to the economic growth of Pueblo County and should be considered 
complimentary to each other. 
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Bottom Up Economic Development Strategy 
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