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PuebloCounty icentrallylocated inColorado.The county i2,397square miles wh a population density of 66.7

per square mile. Thaverageelevationis5,400feet.

Established in 1861, Pueblo Courstyne of theoriginalseventeen countiesreatedin

of the steel mill, Pueblo County took an aggressive approach to economic development. The county consists ¢

diverse economic base of agriculture, industry, history @teation.

CountyCommissioners:
John Cordova

Jeff Chostner

Anthony Nufiez

Legislative Districts:
Congressional District:
Senate District:

House District:

County Seat: Pueblo
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Population Trends

The Department of Local Affaf®OLAgstimates the2011population ofPuebloCounty atl63,517 which is
approximately3.12: 2 F (G KS { ( HnitMét teh JRdr@meioCaizg §f ® Q& LJ2 iniefadedi A 2 Y
approximatelyl2%, whie the state saw @a18% increase

Pueblo County Population
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Data retrieved from State Demography Offib©LA
http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/profile_county
5/18/2011

The US Census reports Puebl@ dzy i &
GKIFIYy R2dzof SR aAyO0OS (KS SINIé& mMpnnQaod

1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
34,448 | 52,223 | 57,638 | 66,038 68,870 | 90,188 | 118,707 | 118,238 | 125,972 | 123,051 | 141,472 | 159,063

Population by Race

¢KS uHnmn [/ Syadzza NBLRNI& 1Thpem: 2F tdzSof2 /2dzyieQa
Indian and 15.9% reporting other or two or more races.

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
White Alone or in Combination 142,894 144,131 145,622 146,038 126,229
Black or African American Alone or in
Combination 3,455 3,726 3,985 4,002 3,222
American Indian & Alaska Native Alone or in
Combination 2,833 2,829 3,121 3,143 3,055
Asian Alone or in Combination 1,204 1,267 1,293 1,308 1,258
Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander Alori
or in Combination 178 188 164 166 160
Some Other Race Alone or in combination wit
one or more races 2,348 2,397 2,552 2,567 19,285
Two or More Races N/A N/A N/A N/A 5,854

3 Qa LRLdzZ FGA2y A& aK2gAy3a aidSlRe

LJ2


http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/profile_county

PuebloCounty Prison Population

As we review population statistics, it is important to remember that prison populations are included in the data
The prison census can distort the assessment because prisoners rarely require the same commurat/aervi

t dzSof 2
population with less than% of the populatiorbeingincarcerated.
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LINA &2y LJ2-nicafcdrafied 2 Y A &

Private Prisons Dec01 | Dec02 | DecO3 | Dec04 | Janr05 | Jan06 | Jan07 | Jan08 | Jan09 | Janl0
Pueblo Minimum Center 227 250 255 251 252 247 0 0 0 0
San Carlos Correctional Facilitf 241 242 253 246 244 246 250 247 252 249
La Vista Correctional Facility 0 0 0 0 0 0 471 470 449 437
Total 468 492 508 497 496 493 721 717 701 686

Colorado Dept. of Corrections

http://www.doc.state.co.

8/4/2010

us

Population by Age

DOLA estimates the median age for Pueblo County at 36.2, with an average life expectgecy@BaThe chart
below represents the age distribution as reported by #80 Census. The data reflects an aging population.

However, there is a slight increase in the populatmer 35 years of agd he population shows significant
increase irmgesover 45.
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Populationby Community
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Boone 323 323 331 328 329 326 327 332 334 337 339
Pueblo 102,121 102,760 | 103,544 | 103,792| 103,276| 103,291 | 103,733 | 104,781| 105,307 | 105,861 | 106,595
Rye 202 195 190 184 177 171 166 161 158 155 153
Unincorporated Area 38,826 40,718 | 42,416 | 43,668 | 44,938 | 46,181 | 47,838 | 49,485 | 50,453 | 50,971 | 51,976
Total 141,472 | 143,996 | 146481 | 147,972| 148,720 | 149,969 | 152,064 | 154,759| 156,252 | 157,324 | 159,063

2000 & 2010 Data from Census Bureau

http://factfinder.census.gov

2001- 2009 DOLA Estimates

http://do la.state.co.us
8/17/2011



http://www.doc.state.co.us/
http://www.factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://dola.state.co.us/

Poverty

A survey of Pueblo County residents reveals the quality of life is an asset to the community. However, poverty
high compared to the State. In 2009, Kids Count reported 57.9% of school age children qualified reddoed
lunch compared to 38.4% in the State and 26.5% of children under 18 years of age were living in poverty com

to 16.6% in the State.
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Colorado

The US Census Small
Area Income and
Poverty Estimates
report 16.9% of

t dzSof 2 [/ 2dz
population lives in
poverty compared
t0 12.6% in the
State and 14.3% in
the Nation.

US CensuBata for 1996 is not available
5/16/2011

Personal Transfer Receipts

Federal programs attempt
to alleviate poverty and are
tracked as transfer
payments. In 2009, federal
transferpayments were
slightly over$9,700for
every man, woman and
child inPuebloCounty.
Slightly oveB6% of the
total transfer payments are
from retirement programs
like Social Security. Income
maintenance (welfare)
accounts for approximately
10% of total pgments.
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Additional Reports affecting poverty reveal:

@ Food Stamp participation in 2010 is 18%

@ In 2007, approximately 14% of the population was uninsured, comparéuket State at 18%
@ Teen births are higher than the State, with 39/1,000 reported in 2009, the State reports 20
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http://www.bea.gov/

Housing

The average household size is 2.52 compared to an average family size of 3.04.

Household Type 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Household Population (July) | 137,337 | 140,043 | 142,530 | 144,282 | 145,196 | 146,555| 148,811 | 151,357 | 153,060 | 154,220 | 154,742
Housing Vacancy Rate 7.38 7.94 8.36 9.34 10.58 11.50 11.72 11.79 11.72 11.44 9.40
Total Households 54,579 | 55,601 | 56,542 | 57,204 | 57,520 | 58,021 | 58,870 | 59,839 | 60,490 | 60,942 | 69,972
Total Housing Units 58,926 | 60,395 | 61,702 | 63,100 | 64,329 | 65,557 | 66,683 | 67,836 | 68,517 | 68,818 | 69,526
Vacant Housing Units 4,347 4,794 5,160 5,896 6,809 7,536 7,813 7,997 8,027 7,876 6,554

http://www.dola.state.co.us
11/9/2010

2010 data from- http://factfinder2.census.gov

7/28/2011

Housing Statistics

The2000 housing affordability index as reported by Headwaters states, in order to purchase the average hous
person in Pueblo County needed to earn approximately $27,000; the median household income was slightly o
$32,000. Approximately 64% of housingasued between $100,000 and $300,000; approximately 88% of rental

housing costs between $300 and$10.¢ KS | 3S 2F t dzSof 2 [/ 2dzyieé Qa K2 dzaa

old and those under 50 years old. Approximately 30% of housing is under 30ojga

20052009 American Community Survey

http://factfinder.census.gov
8/12/2011

Year Structure Built Total Percent

2005 or Later 2,107 3.2

2000 to 2004 7,721 11.6 The 2009 US Cens
1990 to 1999 8,615 12.9 reports, hiilding
1980 to 1989 4,452 6.7 permit requests
1970 to 1979 11,537 17.3 e G EEEEsE 7
1960 to 1969 7,166 10.7 from 2006.
1950 to 1959 9,603 14.4

1940 to 1949 4,579 6.9

1939 or edier 11,042 16.5

According to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, affordable rent represents the generally accepted
standardof not spending more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs. The fair market rent in 2011
Pueblo County is $692 for a two bedroom home. In order to afford rent at this amount, a household in Pueblo
County must earn $13.31 per hour or $27,&8Mhually; at minimum wage, it would take 1.8 wage earners in the

household.

Foreclosure

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Filings 1,174 1,504 1,311 1,569 1,382
Sales 788 1,029 757 784 838

http://www.dola.state.co.us
7/19/2011
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http://www.dola.state.co.us/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=DEC_1…
http://factfinder.census.gov/

Education

Two school distris provide K12 education in Pueblo County. Higher education is available through Pueblo
Community College (Junior College) and Colorado State Univetstylo (four yeauniversity).

Pueblo County School Enrollment
28,000
27,000 —
26,000 _.....—/
e
25,000
24,000
23,000
22,000
1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

School enroliments have been stable and show slight growth ireitadlecade. However, a noticeable trend seen

GKNRdzAK2dzi Ylyeée O2dzyiAsSa Ay GKS {/955 NBIA2Yy Aa U(UKS

to the number of school age children living in the county. The 2010 Census reports there aRRXBa@dl age

children (519 years of age) living in the county and the Department of Education reports there are 27,256 students
enrolled in Pueblo County schools.
Enrollment
2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010
Pueblo District 60 17636 | 17,738 | 17,875 | 17,693 | 17,600 | 17,730 | 17,915 | 18,290 | 18,504 | 18,304 | 18,420
Pueblo District 70 7,222 | 7554 | 7,827 | 8,045 | 8,185 | 8,535 | 8,771 | 8,798 | 8,901 | 8,929 | 8,836
Total 24,858 | 25,292 | 25,702 | 25,738 | 25,785 | 26,265 | 26,686 | 27,088 | 27,405 | 27,233 | 27,256
The 20052009 Census American Community Survey estimates 85% of the total population 25 years of age and
2t RSN KFa FOulFAYSR | KATIK aOK22f RDegdedrhighe2 NJ KA 3K S NJIT

Graduation Rate

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Pueblo District 60 87.2 88.1 82.8 86.1 78.2 76.4 58.4 67.7 67.5 69.5 60.5
Pueblo District 70  83.7 78.3 81.0 88.6 92.6 87.3 79.1 69.6 73.4 69.1 73.8

Drop Out Rate

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Pueblo District 60 2.9 4.2 4.2 3.8 4.5 3.0 2.8 2.9 2.9 3.5 4.8
Pueblo District 70 1.3 2.0 1.1 0.9 1.6 2.6 2.5 3.3 2.6 2.4 2.9
www.cde.state.co.us
5/27/2011



http://www.cde.state.co.us/

Agriculture

In 2007, Pueblo County h&ll0,566acres ofagriculturalland. There ar@81farms, with an average df,034acres.

I O0O2NRAY3I (G2 GKS wnannt | 3 Naig€stzfop laNdsted forafe/aadizp ivestode$so f 2
cattle and calves.

Top Crops Harvested in Acre

m Dry Beans, Excluding Lirm Vegetables for Sale = Wheat for Grain = All Nursery

m Hay = Corn for Silage m Corn for Grain m Forage

2007

15,864

2002

1997

18,507
6,762

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000

www.agcensus.usda.gov
10/1/2009

18,000 20,000

Out of sixty four counties in Colorado, Pueblo County ranked eighth in dry beans and tenth in vegetables.

Top Livestock Inventor@uantity

= Goats ® Hogs and Pigs m Sheep and Lamb:s m Ducks, Geese and Poultr

= Layers = Horses and Ponie: m Cattle and Calves

2007
, 792

2002

1997

51,278

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000
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http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/

Travel Impact

Travel and tourism is a $13 billion industry in the Stat€abrado.

The Office of Economic Development and International Trade and Dean Runyon Associates report $133 million wa
spent by visitors to Pueblo County in 2009. Although spending is showing a slight decrease over 2008, it is
important to note it was fghest during a recession period.
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Not only does travel affect the revenues to a community, but jobs must be created to maintain services to visit

Approximately 133 full and part time jobs were attributed to travel and tourism in Pueblo Count@$n 20

2,200

Travel Impact (Jobs

2,100

2,000
1,900
1,800
1,700 II
1,600

1996 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 (P)
1996 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 (P)
Travel Spending ($M| 80.0 | 85.2 | 88.7 | 93.4 | 91.3 | 924 | 98.8 | 113.9| 113.7 | 120.5 | 137.2 | 136.4 133.0
Earnings ($M) 284 | 31.0 | 319 | 331 | 322 | 33.0 | 353 | 40.0 | 393 | 409 | 469 | 469 49.1
Empgoyment (Jobs) | 1,950 | 2,020 | 1,980 | 1,950 | 1,810 | 1,840 | 1,890 | 2,070 | 1,990 | 2,020 | 2,140 | 2,080 2,100
Local Taxes ($M) 2.7 3.0 3.2 3.4 3.3 3.3 3.4 3.8 3.7 3.9 4.6 4.5 4.6
State Taxes ($M) 2.7 3.2 3.2 3.2 3.0 3.0 3.1 3.5 3.5 3.6 4.1 4.0 4.0
Dean Runyan Associates P= Preliminary

http://www.deanrunyan.com
8/10/2010

Ors.

-11-


http://www.deanrunyan.com/

County Government

Pueblo Countyas a 1%ales and use teand does not have a lodging ta®olorado sales and use tax is 2.9%.

Retail Sales

9%

The 201Geports on retail sales show a 13% deaeaver 2009. Sales peaked in 2009 and continued to be above
prerecession sales.

In thousands of dollars
e I

Pueblo County Retail Sale
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H Retail Sales
$2,000,000
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$1,000,000

$0

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
- W
Dept. of Revenue

http://www.colorado.gov
7/12/2011

General Revene and Expenses

¢KS flFrad F2dz2NJ @SFNR>X tdzSof2 /2dzyieQa SELISyaSa KI @S
other debt have increased.

Pueblo County Financial Informatiot
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Colorado Division of Local Government
http://www.dola.state.co.us/cedis.html
10/19/2010
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http://www.colorado.gov/
http://www.dola.state.co.us/cedis.html

Revenues by Source

t NPLISNI & (Gl ESa | O02dzyii F2NJ ooz 2F tdsSoft2 /2dzydiéQa N

Pueblo County Revenues by Source
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W Property MSpecificOwnership  mSales & Use  HOther

DOLA reports the 2010 assessed value of Pueblo County is $1,398,822,150, providing $44,310,489 in revenu
a 31.677 mii levy.

es Wi

-13-



Local Economy

Labor Force

PuebloCountyQ & dzy' S Y LI 2 & flaQuAtad friih 319% ta0 4/ 2 f 2 NJ 1IR@heniploymant rate
wasB.9%, whilePuebloCounty wasl0.4% the highest rate in two decades

Pueblo County Unemployment Rate Compared to Ste

12.0%

10.0%

8.0%

6.0%
4.0%

2.0%

0.0%

I Pueblo Colorado

Colorado Workforce/LMI Gateway

http://Imigateway.coworkforce.com

8/23/2011

Employment by Sector
Industry 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Agriculture 837 N/A 829 785 759 730 665 687 691
Mining N/A N/A 55 56 67 91 69 76 64
Utilities 385 375 369 369 382 N/A 419 442 455
Construction 5023 | 4852 | 4,867 | 5018 | 5036 | 5161 | 5605 | 5,237 | 4,608
Manufacturing 4,878 | 4,752 | 4,533 N/A 4,123 | 4,294 | 4511 | 4,484 | 4,133
Wholesale trade 1,420 | 1,365 | 1,397 | 1,468 | 1,456 | 1,476 | 1,459 | 1,495 | 1,373
RetailTrade 8,125 | 8,123 | 8,156 | 8,238 | 8,416 | 8,400 | 8,517 | 8,506 | 8,064
Transportation and warehousing N/A 2,191 2,175 2,115 2,026 2,018 1,990 1,980 1,890
Information N/A N/A N/A 874 898 912 971 992 906
Finance activities 2,133 | 1,960 | 1,956 | 1,842 | 1,819 | 1,819 | 1,723 | 1,717 | 1,628
Real estate 1,580 | 1,597 | 1,674 | 1,690 | 1,765 | 1,739 | 1,781 | 1,684 | 1,587
Professional and business services 1593 | 1,720 | 1,757 | 1,774 | 1,826 | 1,858 | 1,922 | 1,984 | 1,913
Management of companies and enterprise 150 158 143 157 150 142 145 123 134
Adminstration and waste 4,271 | 3,872 | 3,982 | 3,922 | 4,040 | 4,967 | 5377 | 5,387 | 5,279
Education 319 352 374 365 414 487 569 579 689
Health Services 9,870 | 10,007 | 10,187 | 10,301 | 10,178 | 10,179 | 10,414 | 10,941 | 10,941
Arts 904 958 886 912 1,061 | 1,026 | 1,145 | 1,218 | 1,157
Accommodéon and food 5516 | 5,657 | 5605 | 5511 | 5,793 | 5,784 | 5821 | 5,888 | 5,758
Other services, except public administratior] 3,763 3,903 4,059 3,982 3,988 4,022 4,176 3,647 3,634
Government 11,877 | 12,235 | 12,168 | 12,200 | 12,411 | 12,560 | 12,752 | 13,055 | 13,160

Department 6 Local Affairs

http://www.dola.state.co.us/demog_webapps/jobs_sector_naics

1/10/2011
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Wages

Wagesn Pueblo County are lower thdhe State average. In 2018veragewveekly wages, as reported by the
Colorado Workforce, faPuebloCounty were26% belowthe State; withPuebloCounty at $37and the State at

$1,001. The Bureau of Economic Analysis reports average annual wagesliteCounty in 2009 wer24% below

the State; withPuebloCounty at 86,245and the State at $47,622

Average Annual Wagedsy Sector

Industry 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Natural Resources and Mining $24,918 $27,953 $30,804 $31,947 $29,308
Construction $32,204 $34,856 $40,690 $44,782 $45,464
Manufacturing $47,361 $45,846 $49,889 $52,582 $52,730
Trade, Transport&on & Utilities $27,443 $28,409 $29,332 $29,982 $30,712
Information $35,300 $36,731 ND ND $37,493
Financial Activities $32,086 $33,033 $34,133 $34,309 $35,971
Professional & Business Services $22,527 $24,309 $24,445 $26,449 $26,446
Education & Health Services $33,058 $33,926 $35,427 $36,876 $28,199
Leisure & Hospitality $10,729 $10,872 $12,194 $12,903 $13,279
Other Services $21,846 $22,273 $23,997 $23,408 $23,595
Public Administration $39,524 $40,767 $42,313 $43,89 $44,451

Bureau of Labor Statistics

www.bls.gov *ND= Non Disclosablbata does not meet BLS or State Agency disclosure standards.

1/13/2011

Average Weekly Wagdsy Sector
Industry 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing & Hunting $329 $353 $395 $441 $396
Mining $925 $950 $1,101 $979 $1,028
Utilities $1,084 $1,125 $1,198 $1,240 $1,301
Construction $637 $686 $789 $871 $886
Manufacturing $911 $882 $959 $1,011 $1,014
Wholesale Tade $767 $802 $831 $856 $829
Retail Trade $433 $441 $457 $461 $477
Transpotation and Warehousing $703 $725 $742 $747 $771
Information $673 $696 $717 $714 $708
Finance and Insurance $685 $705 $732 $739 $778
Real Estate and Rentahd Leasing $493 $512 $530 $522 $535
Professional & Technical Services $743 $902 $799 $844 $929
Management of Companies & Enterprises $869 $1,054 $1,001 $1,061 $1,118
Administrative and Waste Services $339 $352 $386 $442 $442
Education&Services $589 $596 $618 $641 $660
Health Care and Social Assistance $663 $682 $709 $744 $767
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation $283 $279 $306 $357 $376
Accommodation and Food Services $197 $201 $225 $233 $239
Other Services, Ex. PidoAdmin $420 $430 $462 $450 $454
Public Administration $831 $847 $853 $894 $917

Colorado Work Force/ LMI Gateway
http://Imigateway.coworkforce.com
1/11/2011
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Median Household Income

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Pueblo County | $33,673 | $32,663 | $33,269 | $49,248 | $50,105 | $37,129 | $36,999 | $40,570 | $42,005 | $39,016
Colorado $47,505 | $48,483 | $48,060 | $49,248 | $50,105 | $50,841 | $52,265 | $55,517 | $57,184 | $55,735
http://www.census.govSAIPE

1/11/2011
Per Capita Personal Income

The per capita income for Pueblo County is 28% below the State avE@@gapitaincome forPueblo County in
2009was $1,613compared to theSate average ofs41,895

Per Capita Personal Incom
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Proprietors

Although there is a slight decrease in the number of nonfarm proprietors in 2009, there has been steady growt
over the last two decadesiowever, nonfa¥ LIN2 LINA SiG 2 NR& Ay O02YS LIS 1SR Ay
2009 over 2002.

Number of Proprietors
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Proprietor'sIncome
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Strategic Planning

The 2010 CEDfas been created tprovide a road map for coordinating economic activities, monitoand
evaluating long and short term economic goals and encouraging economic groitieaio County over the next |
FAOS @SINBR YR 0S@82yR® ¢KS LIy A& olFlaSR 2y (GKS F

input, local governmentinputaR G KS / 2f 2N} R2 { G G S The averdll §aaldsNddiersify2 ( (i

the economywhile supporting local businessestabilizethe populationandcreate a foundation for future growth
and prosperity in the County

Community Assessment

ThefNREG adSLI Ay ONBIFGAYy3 GGKS LXIFy Aa (G2 aasSaa GKS
from town hall meetings, local leaders and the Bottom Up Plan was utilized to create the list below. Three towr
meetings were held iPuebloCourty; results from the meetings have been combined for the purpose of this CEL

Strengths

Central location

Mild climate

Culture

Quality of life

Friendly community
Available land

Clean air

Agriculture

Recreation

Water

Low sales tax

Health care system
Strorg education system
Colleges

Available work force
Economic development organizations/business recruitment
Art and history

State fair

Reservoir

Airport

Highway access

Half cent sales tax/business incentives
Industrial parks
Chemical depot

Access to naturakssources/energy hub
Railroad

Infrastructure

Diverse culture

HARP

Professional Bull Riders
Diverse businesses
Local investment
Libraries

CO0O0OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0OOOOO0OO0OOO
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Weaknesses

00000000 O

Difficult permitting process

Lack of childcare services

High unemployment

Aging housing stock

Low wages

Lack of jobs

Lack of skilled labor force

Poverty is high

Access to capital

Lack of infrastructure at industrial park

Opportunities

000000 OOOOOOOOOOOOO0OWO

Improve/expand education system

Beautify the appearance along the highway
Strengthen relationship with Fort Carson
Extend h# cent incentive

Improve infrastructure

Improve transportation

Streamline permitting procedures

Increase child care services

Support existing businesses

Increase tourism

Create recreational facilities

Affordable health care for low income households
Incomporate Colorado City

Market Colorado City

Create a community center

Create a second dam in Colorado City
Recruit manufacturers to Colorado City
Redesign and rezone Colorado City
Recruit small businesses

Create a sports complex

Increase recreation facilitte

Build government partnerships

Threats

CCOoCOCOC

Loss of water

State government mandates
Consolidation of school districts
Major business/manufacturer closing
School closures

Increase in energy prices

Additional EPA requirements

-19-




Community Survey

What Zip Code is your primary residence?
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Where do you work?

Why do you live in Pueblo County?

M Pueblo County

m Fremont County

M Huerfano County

M Las Animas County

m Otero County

M El Paso County

I Custer County

m Crowley County
Other County

= Not Employed

W lwas born here

W Employment or business
opportunity

M Retired here

M Close to family & friends

M Fellin love with area

m Other

-20-




Overthe next ten years would you preferthe non-incarcerated
population...

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Increase Decrease Remain the Same

Do you think parents preferto enroll their children in...

Cyber schools/home schools

Other county schools i

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%

Over the next ten years do you think the standard of living in Pueblo
County will...

= =

Increase Decrease Remain the Same

50%
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15%
10%

5%

0%
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What is the worst problem facing Pueblo County?

High poverty

Criminalelement/drugs

Low wages/income

Lackof infrastructure

Economy overly dependent on tourism
Qutdated housing

Population growing too fast

Lack of skilled labor force

Lack of jobs

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

What should be the primary economic development focus of the County?

Create new employment opportunities

Develop renewable energy

Increase tourism

Support and assist existing business to expand H

% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%

How difficult would it be for an entrepreneur to open/move a business
here?

Impossible
Very difficult because of local regulations

Very difficult

No worse than in other communities

Easier than in other counties

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45%
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What would be the biggest hurdle for a new business in Pueblo County?

Other
Finding a suitable location
Acquiring planning and zoning permits

Finding qualified employees

Accessing capital

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40% 45% 50%

Do you believe water is a factor limiting growth and prosperity in Pueblo
County?

BEYes

ENo

Isinternet access inPueblo County...

| don’t use the Internet

Available but too slow or unstable

Largely unavailable or inadequate

Availableand adequate

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80%  90%
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What are your thoughts on construction of a nuclear power plant?

M Noto a nuclear power plant
anywhere in Colorado

M Yes to a nuclear power plantin SE
Colorado

M Yes--anywhere in Colorado
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County Development Strategy
t dzSof 2 /2dzyte Aa GKS (GSyidK Y2ald LRLMzZ I G§SR O2dzyide Ay
excellent opportunities for growth andconomicdiversity. Pueblo Countgeaders recgnized the significance of
utilizing those resources andelved from an economy dependentonthied 2 2 Y | YyRle o theisted
industry toa primearea formanufacturers small businesses, tourisiad residents.

In their effort towardimproving tre economy in Pueblo County, Pueblo establishedhéilécent sales tax
(dedicated to economic developmerahd Pueblo Eénomic Development Corporation (PEDCO). The two have
been instrumental in providing assistance to businesses locating to Pueblo. PEi¥d@ated to recruiting
primary businesses to Pueblo, but also assists surrounding communities. The half cent sales tax monies are
available to provide incentives for those busines&ssiness ssistance is also available through the Pudlainty
Econanic Development, Smallusiness Development Center, Southern Colorado Economic Development District,
Pueblo Urban Renewal Authorjt€hambers of Commerce, Workforce Cenkareblo Community College,
University of Southern Colorae®uebloand varioudocalorganizations focusing on small and minority businesses

The transportation system both in and out of Pueblo County is excellent. Intei®5gieovides north/south access
and U.S. Highway Ffrovides east/west access. The Pueblo Memorial Airport provddesmercial and general
aviation services and Great Lakes Airlines provides service to DRaileservice is provided by the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe Railroad; with spurs available in certain development areas. Those wishing to travel can board
Amtrak or take a bus to their destination. Local transportation is available in the City of Rhedlgh City transit
services.

Pueblo County has four industrial parks located in three communities: two in the City of Pueblo, one in Pueblo/Wes
and one in Colrado City. The Airport Industrial Park in the City of Pueblo has almost reached capacity. The City of
Pueblo has annexed lastuthof Pueblo to create an industrial park to serve heavy industryvatida focus on
businesses in the renewable energy sectecently, with the help of EDA funif®stasa major wind tower
manufacturer, was located tthe new industrial parkPueblo West has an active industrial, while Colorado City has
an industrial park/site available. As with most new and growing indugiarks, infrastructure will be needed when
businesses are recruited to the area.

Home of the Colorado State Fairgrounds and its history of steel mill§caus, the City of Pueblo provides many
opportunities for residents and tourists to enjojheaddition of theHistoric Arkansas Riverwalk Project (HARRB
been successful in drawing attention back to the downtown area and opened new opportunities for small
businesses. The Union Avenue Historic District provides a glimpse into the past, whilengroefiail and office
space in the downtown as well. T@®nvention and Visitors Bureguomotes the area to increadeurism.

In addition to the above mentioned accomplishments, below are projects completed over the last decade:

Created a second indusil park dedicated to renewable energy and industry
Completed access road from Pete Jimenez to Highway 47
Improvements made at the Eastwood Heights/47 and 50 bypass
Implemented a county GIS system

Added downtown parking

Upgraded infrastructure at the fairgunds

Beautification additions made to downtown

Added a new jetliner to provide service to Denver

Health Center

Built new library

Museum completed in Bessemer

Riverwalk improvements made

HARP condos completed

00O O0OOOOCOOOOEO
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Enhancements made to public facilities inchglthe Heritage Center, Runyon field, EI Pueblo Museum an
Center for American Values

Replaced storage tanks

Modular sewer system in place in Pueblo West industrial park

Stop lights in place in Pueblo West

Pueblo West completed a comprehensive assessment

Qreated the Pueblo West Economic DevelopmEntporation

Several recreational improvements were made to trails and parks in Pueblo West

0000 O

Theoveralloutlook for Pueblo County is generally quite bright. The facilities and infrastructure in place provide
strongbasis on which to build’he cooperation betweemvolved organization® promote the area and PEDCO to
promote development will be vital to the continued and proven growth in Pueblo Co8p#cific projects are

listed below to provide a guide to sonunity leaders as they move forward with their economic goals.

Goal: Economic DevelopmenrEfforts to improve the economy will continue to be a priority in the
county.
Project1: Infrastructure improvements at the industrial parks in City of Pueblo

There are a number of infrastructure projects needed at the Industrial Rairkxpansion Projects would include
transportation loop andhird alternate accesat 36" lane, improvements for public safetyail access, roadsnd
additional infrastructure asew businesses are recruited

Project2: Pueblo Chemical Depaesourceassessment

The PCD needs to develop its resources to step up its efforts in reuse opportunities and help facilitate the clos
and realignment.

Project 3: Further improvements tdJnion Avenue and downtown

Additional improvements to thdowntown and Union Avenue are necessary to encourage development and
business recruitmentAdditional dwntown parkingstructures will provide essential ofitreet parking to
encourage developmerih the downtown area.

Project 4: Industrial park improvements

Additional infrastructure will be needed in Colorado City and Pueblo Wdgstrial parksas new businesses are
recruited.Projects include roads, water, gas and electric.

Project 5: Bessener Community Revitalization

Revitalizatiorwill include commercial and business development, historic preservatiolncommunity
development.

Project 6: Business District in Colorado City

The outlay of Colorado City inhibits growth in the community. dityewill begin plans for rezoning certain areas to
allow for a business district.

-26-
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Project 7: Promotion of developmentColorado City

Although the City of Pueblo is growing, the outlying communities are missing out on economic opportunities.
ColoradoCity would like growth in the community, but lacks the tools to promote the community. Colorado City

will work with SCEDD and local leaders to prepare a community profile to promote the area and available sites.

Goal: Improve Community Facilities and 8dces

Project 1: Communitywide storm drainage improvements

A communitywide drainage program is needed to addr&$3A requirements
Project2: City/County Judicial and detention facility

The existing facilities are inadequate for the quantity of deap the system and are out of date in security and
safety requirements.

Project 3: Expansion of Pueblo Convention Center and Exhibition Hall

Expansion of the convention center and associated Exhibition Hall would give much needed support to the HARP

Project and Union Avenue Historic District.
Project 4: State Fairgroundmprovements

Additional mprovements to the Fairgrounds would help insure continued success of the Fair as a major revenu
generator in the oflseason.

Project 5: Communityhealth centers

The promotion of community health and family centers throughout¢bantywould enhance the quality of life for
residents

Project6: Libraryenhancements

The improvement of older public buildinggcluding librarieswill assure the continuededivery of essential
community services.

Project 7: Support education

Encouragement, promotion and support of higher education is needed to encourage development in technology

and professionals.

Project 8: Explore wind farm development

e

Colorado City ows approximately 100 acres of land, located to the Northeast of the City. The area is ideal for wind

farm development.
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Goal: Housing

Project 1.: Housingrehabilitation throughout Pueblo County
This project will upgrade the overall housing stock ofdhea.
Project2: Downtown housingstrategies

Promoting housing in Downtown Pueblo will encourage developers to provide a wider range of housing
opportunities for area residents and also encourage business and services to locate in the Downtown area.

Prgect 3: Rentalhousing in Colorado City

Rental housing is limited, if not nexistent, in Colorado City. Rental housing for low/moderate income and elder

households will assist the community in their recruiting efforts and encourage growth in the caitgmu
Project4: Migrant andseasonalfarm workerhousing
The agricultural economy of Pueblo County attracts significant numbers of migrant seasonal farm workers. Th

proposed project involves development of a iddpacity housing unit for single workexad 24 housing units for
families.

Goal: Transportation

Project Airport terminal expansion

Pueblo City Council approved $500,000 to be dedicated to upgrades at the aippansion of théerminalwill
include a third runway and additional cars are being sought timprove customer service amtovide expanded

air service.

Project 2 Improve Highway Corridors

Improving the aesthetic quality of the highway corridors entering and within the City would help attract business

interested in quaty of life issuesLime Road and Stem Beach access at the new industrial park will be needed.
Project 3: Commuter Parking Lots/Park and Ride

The establishment of commuter parking lots and a park and ride program will conserve fuel and contribute to t
overall air quality of the region. Final location for these facilities has yet to be determined.

Project 4. Improve Roadways

Continued improvements and maintenance are needed in Pueblo West on gravel and asphalt roadways.

Goal: Recreationand Tourismmprovements
Project 1. River corridor enhancement

The development of the river corridor including the Recreation Enhancement Project, COPA Theater project,
Thomas Phelps Creek Project would add amenities to the area as well as expand recregpiortahaes.

y
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Project 2 Recreational facilities enhancement

The development of facilities, which support tourism, will promote tourism and economic development. Such
facilities would include the El Pueblo Museum, Pueblo Nature Center, Pueblo Motor Badkt&unyon

Recreation Area, COPA, Southeast Colorado Heritage Center, Martin Luther King Historic Facility, the Profess
Sports Facility and the Information Center.

Project 3: Improvements to Lovell Park and McHarg Park

Additional recreation fadties are needed throughout theounty. However these two parks host many activities
and are in need of additional sports fields and trail systems to provide more opportunities to residents.

Project 4: Developwater andsewer facilities for Boone angurroundingarea
The town of Boone and the surrounding area are in need of additional wateseamer treatment facilities.
Project 5: Improve community water storage facilities

Improved water storage facilities will enable the delivery of water serviemteveloped areas of th€ountyand
encourage development.

Strategic planning in Pueblo County will be an ongoing process. Projects identified in the CEDS are long term
otherwise noted, and contingent on available funds. As projects are unden tahkd available funds are identified,
adjustments may be necessary.

Local leaders will work with their local economic development organizations as well as SCEDD, State and Fed
sources to implement the plan and make adjustments as needed. Fundingesowill be identified and pursued

iona

unle

eral

for individual projects. While some projects may not be eligible for EDA funds, USDA, DOLA, SBA, HUD, Private

C2dzyRIiA2ya YR DNIyida GKNRdAK (KS D2@OSNy2NDRa 27F7F

In some cases, a regional approacaynbe more feasible. Most counties in Southeastern Colorado lack the funds

for matching grants; therefore, a collaborative effort could be beneficial. In those instances, Pueblo County wil
work with other counties and regional planners to ensure continbgtween all organizations.

Pueblo County will report its progress to SCEDD to be included in the annual CEDS updates. As new opportunities

arise, projects or adjustments will also be included in the updated CEDS.

The State Bottom Up Economic Developm8trategy is included as a supplement to the CEDS. Pueblo County will

continue to work on the Bottom Up Strategy at the State level, while working on CEDS projetsietad level. In
any case, both strategies are vital to the economic growth of Pu€blinty and should be considered
complimentary to each other.
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Bottom Up Economic Development Strategy
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